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PROCEEDINGS 

or TBI 

ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES 

OF 

PHILADELPHIA. 

1866. 



January Id. 

The President, Dr. Isaac Hays, in tbe Chair. 
Twenty- two members present. 

Dr. Leidy exiled tbe attention of the members to tbe greater part of a human 
skull, and a shell medallion, presented this evening by Col. A. W. Putnam, of 
Nashville, Tenn. The specimens were obtained from one of tbe so-called pigmy 
graves of an ancient aboriginal cemetery near tbe moulb of Stone River, 
Davidson Co., Tenn. 

Tbe part of tbe skull consists of nearly the entire cranial portion, acd does 
not differ in general form, proportions and size, from that of tbe usual North 
American Indian skulls. Tbe occipital region is high, somewhat compressed, 
and laterally deformed. Tbe medallion is a circular piece of shell, about two 
inches in diameter, and is much eroded. It appears to have been covered with 
some pigmeot. One side is plain ; the other is marked with cross bars con- 
tained within a linear circle. The upper edge is perforated with two boles. 

Dr. L. read an extract fiom an article by Col. Putnam, in relation to the 
specimens and tbe so-called pigmy race of Tennessee, published in the Nath- 
ville Ditpatch, Dec. 12, 1865. Tbe substance of the extract is as follows: 

Tbe ancient cemeteries in middle Tennessee are peculiar from the construc- 
tion and small size of tbe graves, whicb have given rise to tbe idea tbat they 
belonged to a people of small stature. Tbe graves are near tbe surface, and 
so far as examined by Col. Putnam, or observed by the owners of lands on 
which they are situated, and where the plow has uncovered tbem, are of quite 
uniform structure. A few flat stones at tbe bottom, generally a single one at 
tbe head and foot, and a variable number at the sides. The grave thus pre- 
pared, after receiving the human remains, was filled wiib earth to the depth of 
one or two feet, and was then covered with one or more flat stones, though 
not in all instances. Ool. Putnam supposes tbat rrcent dead bodies were not 
deposited in their graves, but were exposed, according to tbe custom of some 
of the later Indian tribes, on high scaffolds, or suspended to trees, in tbe open 
air, until tbe soft parts bad decayed, aftt-r whicb the bones were collected and 
deposited in tbe stone graves. This would explain tbe reason of tbe small 
size of the latter in comparison with tbe length of tbe entire skeletons con- 
tained therein, and appears to receive confirmation from tbe fact tbat these 
graves, notwiihstanding their very superficial position, never appear to have 
been disturbed by wild animals, which tbey likely would have been bad the 
bodies been buried in the fresh condition. 
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The following deaths were announced : — Col. J. D. Graham, U. S. A., 
Dec. 29, 1865, and Hon. Henry Winter Davis, Dec. 30, 1865, Corres- 
pondents, and Adolphus L. Heermann, M. D., Member, Sept. 2, 1865. 



January 9th. 
The President, Dr. Hays, in the Chair. 

Twenty-one members present. 

Dr. Slack directed the attention of the members to some interesting 
specimens of fossils, and chalk of the cretaceous period, from Smoky 
Hill Kiver, Colorado Territory, presented this evening by Mr. D. C. 
Collier. 



January 16/7*. 
Mr. Vatjx, Vice-President, in the Chair. 
Twenty-one members present. 

January '2,3d. 
Mr. Vatjx, A r ice- President, in the Chair. 

Seventeen members present. 

The following deaths were announced : — Mr. Robt. Pearsall, Member, 
January 25, 1866; and Dr. John L. Riddell of New Orleans, and Dr. 
John L. Lindley, of London, Correspondents. 



January BOlh. 

Mr. Vatjx, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Thirty members present. 

A letter to the President was read, as follows : 

Philadelphia, January 19th, 1866. 
The President of the Academy of Natural \ 
Sciences of Philadelphia. / 

Sir, — I am prepared to pay a legacy often thousand dollars, (less U. S. tax) 
left to the above Institution by the will of my late brother, Thomas B. Wilson, 
deceased, and have enclosed herewith a release, to be signed and acknowledged, 
&c, before a Commissioner of the State of Delaware ; when executed, please 
advise me where and when we can meet to close the transaction. 
Yours, respectfully, 

Rathmkll Wilson, Ezc'r., 
of Thomas B. Wilson, Deed. 
Address 919 Clinton street. 

The death was announced of Mr. George Ord, Jan. 23, 18 ,6, formerly 
President of the Academy. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the Academy : 
Mr. Edwin L. Reakirt, Mr. Robert Frazer, Mr. Jas H. B. Bland, 
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